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An Interpretation of the Connotation of “Historic Title”
Liu Guoliang Wang Na

Abstract: Popular interpretations of “historic title” contains the interpretation of “historic
ownership” and the interpretation of “historic origins of right” . Unfortunately, the
connotation of historic title, which is historic titulus, is neglected by both interpretations
The interpretation of “historic title” consists of three parts: first, the etymology of “title”
is compared with the etymology of ownership, which is “Dominium”, in order to make an
interpretation on the connotation of “Dominium”; secondly, interpretations are made for
“title” through three aspects of the resource of Chinese “title”, the individual will
connotation of “title” as well as the national will connotation of “title”; finally, “historic”
is explained from three perspectives of ontology, the theory of practice and international
judicial practice. On the one hand, the interpretation of historical title makes up for the
deficiency of historic rights and the interpretation of historic ownership; on the other hand,
it also provides a strong and powerful argument for the territorial claims of China’ s
sovereignty in the South China Sea.
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