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A Study of the Ethnic Policies of the Sami People in Norway

CHEN Zhtying
(School of Law, Hainan University, Hainan 570228, China)

Abstract: Sami, which is known as the Indian in North Europe,is the indigenous people in North Europe. Before World
War Two, Norway’s ethnical policy toward Sami is on the basis of Darwinian policy of assimilation, which intends to
assimilate the Sami people into Norway. After World War Two, Norway’s ethnical policy has transferred to respect and
protect Sami Culture. Sami people's interest and right have been acknowledged and guaranteed. We can gain the following
experiences from Norway’s ethnical policy: First, before getting acknowledgement of interest, they must get the
confirmation of ethnical identity and group ideology. Second,great importance is attached to their culture, especially their
language and letters,to safeguard group ideology. Third.in dealing with the relationship between different ethnic groups
sensitive issues would be evaded in a great effort,and direct and violent conflict would be avoided. Instead, peaceful and
standard means are adopted to guarantee concrete rights.
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