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Definition Analysis on Personal Information in the Civil Code

CAI Chang' ZHANG Yaling’
(1. Law School Hainan University Haikou 570228 Hainan China;
2. Law School Hunan University Changsha 410082 Hunan China)

Abstract: Article 111 of General Provisions of the Civil Law determines in principle that personal informa—
tion is protected by law but it does not clearly state whether personal information is a right or not and what per—
sonal information consists of. The exposure draft of Personality Rights in the Civil Code and the first deliberation
of Personality Rights both use a special chapter to prescribe privacy right and personal information. The former
document defines personal information and privacy as a right while the latter defines them as personal informa—
tion. As a consequence their definition of personal information fails to effectively distinguish from other person—
al rights in that privacy right and their presentation of recognized objects and discernment criterion are inaccu—
rate. On the basis of contrastive analysis it is suggested that the mode of “defining and classifying” should be
adopted to comprehensively define personal information in terms of “identification” the classification of sensi—
tive personal information and general personal information.
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